JAPAN MUST FIGHT BRITAIN
Franco-Prussian War, the British Empire held the sceptre
of the world. On the economic side, Britain was the workshop
of the world, the world's greatest exporter and greatest
trader: the leading banks and the greatest insurance
companies, too, were hers. That is what Sir Michael Hicks
Beach said in March 1876. Up to that time British trade
and commerce had been far, far greater than those of any
other country. They had been built up with investments
and undertakings in every part of the globe. All this is
literally true.
On the political side, Britain administered far larger
territorial possessions than any other nation, in Europe,
in Asia, Africa, Australia, and in North and South America,
in fact, in every continent.
As a military Power, Britain had a powerful army and a
great navy the equal to those of the two next strongest
Powers combined.
In brief, England dominated the world.
The rise of Germany.
The rise of Germany as a world Power began about
1870, and from then on she was frequently at variance with
England over questions of the distribution of colonial
territory and on account of economic competition. In much
the same way, Japan's great increase of national strength
since her victory over Russia has brought her into conflict
with England.
Originally, Germany, like the United States of America,
was an agricultural country and a very good customer of
Great Britain, from whom she bought manufactured goods.
When Bismarck first set out to build an Imperial Germany,
he concentrated on unity and strength at home : he had no
time to look abroad. Later on, when he did direct the
attention of this agricultural people to lands overseas, it was
too late : other nations had forestalled him and had occupied
almost all the parts of the world suitable for colonization,
In 1879 he adopted a policy of protection for German
industry, and in 1882, after inspiring a band of scientists and
merchants with enthusiasm, organized a conference on
colonization at Frankfort and thereby greatly stimulated
the desire for colonies. He had his reasons.
It appears that the population of Germany was, at that